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Thirty-one of the armed men who took more than 1100 people hostage, to
demand that Russian troops pull out of Chechnya, were also killed when
the three-day crisis climaxed in a fierce battle with security forces.

A sole surviving hostage-taker is currently on trial.

http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/6 AOSEEEA-3BD6-45C1-9203-120028090908.htm (1 of 3) [9/2/2005 9:30:49 AM]


http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E4D19123-9DD3-11D1-B44E-006097071264.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/1A00F00E-5654-4804-B054-8911F4A6033D.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E4D19123-9DD3-11D1-B44E-006097071264.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/7B09E3B6-0AED-496F-B5D8-39C7DCF65E44.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/DB281683-3693-49CE-B407-6AF1C69CDC88.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/720C142B-6C68-4E9C-BBBB-3188A635BAFC.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/71C79D91-B47F-40CB-AE6C-7A6E75BD8174.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/890500CB-E84E-4E17-ACB5-768A7FBF3670.htm
javascript: window.open('/NR/exeres/BB2DFB69-AE83-48BF-8F1B-02E3A95BDDC0.htm?feedbackguid={6A05EEEA-3BD6-45C1-9203-120028090908}','_blank','toolbar=0,location=0,status=0,menubar=0,scrollbars=1,resizable=1,width=480,height=500'); void(0);
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E53A78E4-8F00-4D4C-9B62-DE3D19E5B1AA.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/5D7F956E-6B52-46D9-8D17-448856D01CDB.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/07256105-B2FC-439A-B255-D830BB238EA1.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/C9B9638B-BA27-4319-AFDC-5D800EA56421.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/F2EECFDB-48CD-4A8A-9035-A823103A1D64.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/B773C5CA-E595-4ED6-8B40-59F39B74D843.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/36E08674-523E-4411-A69C-2FDACF3DF20F.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/HomePage
http://english.aljazeera.net/HomePage
http://english.aljazeera.net/Services/SiteMap/
http://english.aljazeera.net/Services/SiteMap/
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E53A78E4-8F00-4D4C-9B62-DE3D19E5B1AA.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E53A78E4-8F00-4D4C-9B62-DE3D19E5B1AA.htm
javascript:if (document.all) {window.external.AddFavorite('http://english.aljazeera.net','Aljazeera Web Site')};
javascript:if (document.all) {window.external.AddFavorite('http://english.aljazeera.net','Aljazeera Web Site')};
http://www.aljazeera.net/
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/F66EE22C-9DAB-4915-BC79-8C5667A73AF5.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/F66EE22C-9DAB-4915-BC79-8C5667A73AF5.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/03B2FF10-B7EA-4DB3-AF2E-B2C000CDF94B.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/03B2FF10-B7EA-4DB3-AF2E-B2C000CDF94B.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E680DC72-06A1-4760-AB23-26C89A1B3384.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E680DC72-06A1-4760-AB23-26C89A1B3384.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/AC5D6B79-2126-4299-82FF-C2FF8716B8CB.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/AC5D6B79-2126-4299-82FF-C2FF8716B8CB.htm
javascript: window.open('/NR/exeres/4E8EED44-F54B-4EC4-9BCD-26450A6FF14E.htm?sendhrefguid={6A05EEEA-3BD6-45C1-9203-120028090908}','_blank','toolbar=0,location=0,status=0,menubar=0,scrollbars=0,resizable=0,width=460,height=500'); void(0);
javascript: window.open('/NR/exeres/554FAF3A-B267-427A-B9EC-54881BDE0A2E.htm?printguid={6A05EEEA-3BD6-45C1-9203-120028090908}','_blank','toolbar=0,location=0,status=0,menubar=0,scrollbars=1,resizable=1'); void(0);
javascript: window.open('/NR/exeres/BB2DFB69-AE83-48BF-8F1B-02E3A95BDDC0.htm?feedbackguid={6A05EEEA-3BD6-45C1-9203-120028090908}&sendto=author','_blank','toolbar=0,location=0,status=0,menubar=0,scrollbars=0,resizable=0,width=470,height=500'); void(0);
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/3400A9EA-09E6-4EC7-970C-9C96C188D231.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/3400A9EA-09E6-4EC7-970C-9C96C188D231.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/18295762-44D7-4CA0-A409-5A94B240DC68.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/18295762-44D7-4CA0-A409-5A94B240DC68.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/5C6BB177-E359-48DB-887E-76AC4976424D.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/5C6BB177-E359-48DB-887E-76AC4976424D.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E3FC915D-574A-4CCC-BC99-27E2102BF4FD.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/E3FC915D-574A-4CCC-BC99-27E2102BF4FD.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/B22D0ADF-D0EB-4DC0-9C6E-7671F19CD589.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/B22D0ADF-D0EB-4DC0-9C6E-7671F19CD589.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/BEC71D45-EBA9-4E30-94D6-4462382E7F67.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/BEC71D45-EBA9-4E30-94D6-4462382E7F67.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/surveys/Loginandsubscription/Login.aspx
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/1ACFA939-D5D6-4606-8129-1A59F0D45BF1.htm
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/F7BB1F5C-5A19-42C8-8616-AEC0ABDB22B8.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/F7BB1F5C-5A19-42C8-8616-AEC0ABDB22B8.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/F7BB1F5C-5A19-42C8-8616-AEC0ABDB22B8.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/F7BB1F5C-5A19-42C8-8616-AEC0ABDB22B8.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/D7582EEB-F8E0-400F-B768-4BC3A3D7E092.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/D7582EEB-F8E0-400F-B768-4BC3A3D7E092.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/D7582EEB-F8E0-400F-B768-4BC3A3D7E092.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/D7582EEB-F8E0-400F-B768-4BC3A3D7E092.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/50B03EFF-1139-4C3C-96EB-8AA6F84ACC64.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/50B03EFF-1139-4C3C-96EB-8AA6F84ACC64.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/50B03EFF-1139-4C3C-96EB-8AA6F84ACC64.htm
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/50B03EFF-1139-4C3C-96EB-8AA6F84ACC64.htm

Aljazeera.Net - Beslan marks tragedy anniversary

The anniversary revived both intense grief
and impassioned debate about how the
crisis happened and what has been done
since.

Relatives of children killed at Beslan, in an
open letter read outside the school ruins
by a victim's mother, used the occasion to
lash out at President Vladimir Putin, saying |
they had lost any hope of an impartial
investigation and asking for asylum
abroad.

Sussana Dudiyeva heads the
Beslan Mother's Committee

Putin "sacrificed our children and our loved ones for a dirty policy", the
letter read, according to a copy obtained by AFP.

It was signed by dozens of Beslan residents and stated that they had "lost
all hope of learning the truth about the main people".

Putin meeting

The Russian leader was scheduled to meet face-to-face at the Kremlin on
Friday with a group of victims' mothers who have demanded that he and
other top officials be held to account for the tragedy, the deadliest hostage-
taking in recent memory.

The Kremlin's special envoy to the volatile
North Caucasus region, Dmitry Kozak, met
with some of the family members in
Beslan and admitted afterwards that he
had tried to "reassure" them but not to
address their complaints.

Putin meanwhile joined students and
faculty at a university, where he led a
moment of silence.

Intense grief and impassioned
"Millions of people in our country and debate marks the anniversary
abroad, anyone with a heart who heard

about this terrible catastrophe, of course remembers this nightmare," Putin

said in the southern city of Krasnodar.

"Let us not speak useless words in this situation but instead observe
several seconds of silence. Remember our children, those who are dead,
who were victims of terrorists."

Loved ones

The walls of the Beslan school were draped with red cloth decorated with
white doves, and people circled the school in small groups, laying flowers
and lighting candles beneath the photographs of their loved ones.

"Why? Why is he dead?" one victim's mother wailed, trying to stanch the
flow of her tears with a corner of her headscarf.

At the entrance to the gym, water ran over two black marble plagues that
frame the door in a "wall of tears" as local residents waited in a long line to
visit the ruins of the building, many of the women dressed in black.

Kozak and provincial leaders were present at the school, where the crowd
of those who came to pay their respects reached around 1000 people.
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The entire province of North Ossetia,
where the town is located, was observing
three days of official mourning.
Commemorative rallies and other events
were also planned in Moscow and other
parts of the country.

Meanwhile an independent Russian
journalist who works for Western media

outlets including US-funded Radio Liberty  nurpachi Kulaiyev is the only
was briefly detained in Beslan before being alleged hostage-taker on trial
expelled, due to what authorities said
were irregularities in his accreditation.

A team from the US television network ABC also decided to leave Beslan
and return to Moscow after the local accreditation needed to cover the
anniversary was withdrawn, an employee said.
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